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THE VISION:  
 

 The initial land acquired by property developer Giuseppe Plumari and earmarked for industrial 

development, prompted well-known South African businessman Douw Steyn to acquire the 

remaining tracts that make up the 2 000 acre site today, north of Johannesburg. 

 

 The dream was to develop a city like no other that is a uniquely South African product based on 

the pedestrianized, community-orientated cities of old. The design of Steyn City puts people 

(not cars!) at the centre of all activities, ensuring an unprecedented quality of life. 

 

 The result is a lifestyle resort with all amenities conveniently within reach giving residents back 

the precious commodity of time, in a secure, upmarket environment. 

 

 Following eight years of careful planning to ensure that the end product is to the standards 

originally envisaged, with the necessary infrastructure and Phase 1 residences completed -  

Steyn City is gearing up for its official launch in March 2015.  

 

ESTATE FACILITIES:  

Steyn City is designed to encourage the relationship between a city and its inhabitants. Residents will 

therefore have all the amenities of city living on their doorstep including: 

 

 Educational facilities will be offered from 2016 

 Steyn City Properties is in discussions with a major medical group to provide state-of-the-art 

medical facilities to residents 

 A retirement village 

 Pedestrianised network of paths allowing for traffic-free estate navigation on foot.  

 Acres of green belts and parklands  

 A selection of recreational and sporting facilities 

 A city centre piazza (scheduled for completion in 2018) that will include retail outlets, 

restaurants, boutiques and delicatessens and 2 000 parking bays  

 



  

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES:  

The Steyn City lifestyle resort will offer an array of recreational, health and fitness facilities including: 

 

 Health clubs  

 Outdoor swimming pools 

 Tennis courts 

 Squash courts 

 Approximate 60 km off-road mountain bike track  

 Approximate 100 km running track  

 15 km boardwalk / promenade (Phase 1 - 8km) 

 Equestrian centre  

 Bridle paths and off-road trails are also demarcated throughout the estate   

 Parkland areas 

 Fishing  

 

RESIDENTIAL OPTIONS: 
 
Residential options at Steyn City will cater to all life stages from young professionals to families, empty 

nesters and retirees. Town planning permission has been applied for the following offerings but 

demand will dictate the final breakdown. 

 

 Approximately 8 341 apartments including 5 155 townhouses and 3 186 City Centre style 

apartments (ranging from bachelor, one bedroom, two bedroom) and penthouses 

 731 cluster homes  

 818 freehold houses situated on 695m²  to 4 000m² stands 

 120 retirement village units  

 

Upon launching to market, Steyn City’s show village will comprise 93 apartments, 19 cluster homes and 

13 freehold show houses.  

 

CITY CENTRE:  

 City Centre 1 (completed end 2018) will include 5 000m2 of retail space including convenience 

shops.  

 

 A residential component consisting of approx 740 apartments will feature eleven different 

configurations of one to three bedroom units and penthouses. 



  

 

 A super basement housing more than 2 000 parking bays will be hidden beneath the city centre. 

It will feature ‘folded back’ sections of roof that form six ramps planted with trees and grass that 

let in natural light.  

 

 The City Centre will centre on a large park/piazza with other green areas located next to each 

apartment complex. 

 

 
TECHNOLOGY/INNOVATION: 

 Steyn City will be equipped with world-class technology and security systems all feeding off a 

world class Fibre-to-the-Home (FTTH) network that is light years ahead of standard copper 

cable offerings and will create a Smart City lifestyle across Steyn City. 

 

 The developers of Steyn City were determined to offer residents freedom of choice when it 

came to data service providers. They have therefore made a substantial upfront investment in 

the ‘last mile’ of communications into residents homes i.e. the FTTH network - that any service 

provider like M-Web, Afrihost or Telkom can ‘piggy back’ on. This will allow for flexibility and 

choice of multiple telecommunications service providers to the residents of Steyn City. 

 

 The bandwidth speed of this type of technology is almost limitless since it’s dependent on the 

speed provided by a service provider and the device that receives this such as a laptop. That 

said, the city’s communications network has been designed around an average speed of 

100mbps that has been determined as more than sufficient for a development of this type. 

 

 The FTTH infrastructure will support ‘triple-play’ services for residents and city stakeholders i.e. 

Voice, Internet and Television which can all be transmitted on a single fibre cable. 

 

 City Wi-Fi hotspots will be located at strategic community gathering locations. 

 

 Steyn City’s ‘connected community’ culture will be supported by a market leading web and app 

based portal, giving resident’s access to city notifications as well as their personal utility billing, 

internet usage statistics, etc. 

 

SECURITY: 

World leading electronic security systems, including: 

 



  

 CCTV  surveillance, including advanced CCTV video analytics 

 Perimeter electrified fencing and intrusion detection technology 

 A state-of-the-art Security Nerve Centre and Control Room 

 Integrated Biometric, RFID tag and License Plate Recognition (LPR) access control 

technology 

 Advanced residents, visitors and contractors management systems ensuring the safest 

possible environment to live and work in. 

 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT: 
 

Steyn City’s role as a major stakeholder in the area has resulted in it providing substantial financial 

support for government’s master planning for the region. This has seen the fast-tracking of regional 

infrastructure upgrades, including: 

 

 Contributing R900-million (1/3 of the total cost) towards the road upgrade underway along the 

R511 (William Nicol Drive) that will feature three lanes in each direction from Uranium Street 

through to Erling Road with future plans to extend it through to the N14. 

 

 Cycle and pedestrian lanes were also added from Mulbarton Street up to the Erling Street 

interchange in response to local residents’ requests for better safety and transport in the area. 

 

 Steyn City has funded a major sewer upgrade with a total cost of R73.9-million, including an 

upgraded bulk sewer pipeline that runs from Dainfern to a new pump station.  

 

 Steyn City has constructed a new R35-million water reservoir on the north-east portion of the 

estate that will store up to 30 megalitres and is part of council’s and Johannesburg Water’s 

master planning and regional infrastructure upgrade for the region.  

 
 

RENEWABLE ENERGY: 

 Steyn City Properties views piped gas as an essential alternative source of energy for modern 

cooking, heating and hot water and that it must be available to those residents who wish to 

utilise this resource. It is therefore implementing a newly structured gas infrastructure with two 

bulk gas storage farms, to provide a comprehensive piped gas service to the Steyn City precinct 

and all its owners. 

 



  

 Solar energy will be available to all homeowners providing them with the option to reduce their 

carbon footprint. 

 

 Steyn City has embraced the use of modern energy efficient lighting schemes using low energy 

LED lamps for the street lighting and landscape lighting. Automatic switching is also included to 

minimise energy usage and wastage. 

 
 
INDIGENOUS LANDSCAPING:  
 
Approximately half of Steyn City will comprise of wooded parkland. The on-site nursery was created to 

produce the many plants and trees required for the Steyn City wooded parkland project.  

 

 It comprises eight greenhouses (5 000m² each) and a propagation laboratory. 

 

 Renowned landscaper Patrick Watson has been contracted as Steyn City’s landscape designer. 

 

 Three types of indigenous trees will make up the majority of trees in Steyn City. To date, 100 

000 trees have been planted (24 000 wild olive, 43 000 bush willow, 33 000 white stinkwood) 

with 746 000 plants currently in the nursery. The long-term aim is to plant 1-million trees, 2-

million shrubs and 50-million ground cover plants by the time Steyn City reaches completion.   

 

 The parkland landscaping will have important roles to play within the estate, including privacy 

for residents, shaded areas for walking paths as well as supporting birds and other wildlife. 

 

 Various small lakes built throughout the estate will also support other indigenous wildlife such 

as the African bullfrog and terrapins. 

 
JOB CREATION & SKILLS DEVELOPMENT:  
 
Steyn City is committed to procuring local skills and has generated thousands of full-time and casual 

labour jobs at the estate for residents from Cosmo City and Diepsloot. 

 

 An on-site skills centre offers courses in plastering, bricklaying and paving, 10 students at a 

time for the duration of two months and covers both theoretical and practical elements. 

Thereafter jobs are secured for them at the development.  

 



  

 The onsite nurseries also provide numerous employment opportunities. The nursery employees 

are trained on an on-going basis in plant propagation and maintenance. These are skills they 

can also apply in their communities to grow trees and vegetables at home.  

 

 To date close to 10 000 jobs have been created onsite.  

 
 In August 2013, Steyn City launched the artist upliftment programme and commissioned 

Charles Gotthard, South Africa’s only architectural ceramist, to mentor three local artists from 

neighbouring Diepsloot and Cosmo City.  

 

 The artist mentorship programme is also giving the three artists an understanding of modern yet 

simple techniques and how to use materials that are both easily available and economical. This 

is knowledge which they, in turn, can pass on to other local artists in Diepsloot and Cosmo City.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


